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1. Ancient Greek

1. Habituality, Iterativity and Genericity

Habituals express that a situation is customarily the case on several different occasions (Comrie 1976:27—28; Bybee,
Perkins and Pagliuca 1994:127; la Roi 2020; 2022; 2023). As such, habituals differ from iterative expressions which refer
to repeated situations on the same occasion (Bybee, Perkins and Pagliuca 1994:160). Habituals such as He used to run
on Sunday present a characterizing generalization that is supposed to hold in the majority of the occasions described
by the sentence (Dahl 1985:97; la Roi 2020:141). By contrast, generic sentences entail quantification on all occasions
(e.g. Church service was/is/will be on Sundays) and, like habituals, are not timeless as “it is perfectly possible to claim
that a characterizing property held in the past or will hold in the future, without any implication for the
present”(Krifka et al. 1995:6). To make matters more complicated, habituals can be both partially generic themselve
(pace Allan 2019:21), e.g. thieves are wont to steal, and stative as generic statements can also be, cf. habitual Dorians

are usually stronger than Ionians (Th. 5.9.1).
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Unfortunately, these different nuances are not kept separate in our standard grammars, because these grammars use
labels such as iterative, habitual and generic more freely to cover different things or even imply that these nuances
are inherent meanings of these tense-aspects (Allan 2019, la Roi 2020). For example, dv dn when used with the

.y

imperfect or aorist to express a past habitual is often called “iterative ¢v” (van Emde Boas et al. 2019:415, 646),
although the examples adduced express a past habitual (la Roi 2022; 2023). Similarly, both generic and habitual
subordinate clauses with the so-called iterative optative (e.g. when(ever) X, Y) have been called iterative, habitual or
indefinite (Probert 2015:83—97). Yet, in Classical Greek these so-called iterative optatives are used generically (i.e. they
took place every time that the main clause took place, cf. ex. 2), with rare habitual uses being found especially in
Archaic Greek, since these past generic uses seem to have developed out of the past habitual use of the optative (la
Roi 2023). Internal evidence for such a developmental pathway is offered by the development of a past generic use of
the modal particle dv dn with the past indicative in the Septuagint (Septuagint) from the past habitual use which it

had in Classical Greek (cf. la Roi 2022:126-129).

In addition, our standard grammars primarily tell us about tense-aspects which can be used for habituals ( Smyth
and Messing 1968:421—432) as many different tense-aspects can express habituals (see section 2) but rarely tell us
about the auxiliary ways of expressing habituals, even though cross-linguistically habitual expressions are primarily
periphrastic (Dahl 1985:96). Ancient Greek possessed at least four habitual auxiliaries: eiw0a eiotha ‘be in the habit
of’, pUAéw philéo ‘e wont to), €6éAw ethélo ‘be wont to’ and vopilw nomizo ‘to be accustomed to’. Habitual adverbials
such as English ‘usually’ are rare in Ancient Greek, but see ¢w8ag edthos e.g. Hdt. 3.27 and Xen. Oec. 7.1.3 or for
owwBwg sunéthos e.g. Aeschin. 2.132 and D. 26.3.

2. Habituals: Tense, Aspect and Auxiliaries

Like other languages (Bybee, Perkins and Pagliuca 1994:153), Ancient Greek has many different tense-aspects that can
express habituals (Tense/Aspect, 1. Ancient Greek): the present (ex. 1), the imperfect (ex. 2) and more rarely, the

aorist (ex. 3) or the future (ex. 4).

1 olrog pév yap B8wp, £ye 8’ olvov ive (Dem. 19.46)
hotitos mén gar hiidor, ego d’ oinon piné
‘For this man tends to drink water, whereas I normally drink wine’

2 omote avaryxaabely, mavrag éxpdret (Pl. Symp. 220a)
hopdte anankasthele, pantas ekrdtei
‘Whenever overruled, he used to beat us all’

3 &g alel Ao xrynoato xOpa pdoto xal Aarpnpedv €évta (1L 21.263—264)
os aiel akhiléa kikhésato kiima rhéoio kai laipséron ednta
‘each time the great flood of the heaven-fed river would beat on his shoulders from above’

4 elpopévou 3¢ ETépou ToV TANaiov Tig eln, xatadéEet Ewutdv uyTpdBey xal The unTeos dvavepéetal tag uytépag (Hdt.
1.173.5)
eiroménou de hetérou ton plésion tis eié, kataléksei heouton metréthen kai tés metros
‘and whenever one is asked by his neighbour who he is, he will say that he is the son of such a mother, and
recount the mothers of his mother.

It might not be surprising that imperfective aspect is used more frequently to express habitual situations, since
habituals “constitute a coherent series which are typically viewed in their progress rather than in their completion”
(Kiithner and Gerth 1898:162; Allan 2019:8).

In addition to these, Ancient Greek can also express habituals by using the construction of a past indicative with th
modal particle dv dn (see example 5 and 6) or habitual auxiliaries (see example 7 to 10).
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5 6388 xopds Yy Hpetdev dppadois &v peAdv pekhic TéTtapag Euvexds &v: (Aristoph. Ran. 914-915)
ho dé khords g’ éreiden hormathotis an meldn epheksés téttaras ksunekhos dn
‘And while they sat there in silence, his chorus would rattle off four suites of choral lyric one after another
without a break’

6 %3y peooin, pipat’ &v Péetx Scdex’ elmev (Aristoph. Ran. 924)
édé mesoie, rhéemat’ an béeia dodek’ eipen

‘When the play would be half over, he’d come out with a dozen words.

This construction is difficult to account for synchronically: van Emde Boas et al. (2019) explain it as a matter of
emphasis and Wakker (1994:156-166) as originating from a so-calledpast potential use, the existence of which she
herself rightly denied because the alleged examples are counterfactual in context. Supported by typological parallels
of constructions expressing past counterfactuality and past habituality, la Roi (2023) therefore explains it as having
developed from the past counterfactual indicative in Archaic Greek, through an inference of epistemic certainty:
what certainly would have happened in the knowable past according to the speaker is interpreted as having been
characteristic of the past. After all, the construction uses aspect the way that the past counterfactual from Archaic
Greek did, cf. the perfective and imperfective construal in examples 5 and 6 above. In addition, the same
development lies behind the ‘iterative optative’ usages: past counterfactual optative > past habitual optative > past
generic optative (la Roi 2023).

Habitual auxiliaries, on the other hand, also display clear influences by diachronic development (la Roi 2020), as they
become increasingly like the bare tenses used for habituals: initially these auxiliaries are lexically restricted to
collocations with animate subjects and non-stative infinitives (ex. 7 and 8), but over time expand to inanimate

subjects and stative infinitives (ex. 9).

7 dypeL udv ol Emopaov Abvainy dyereiny, 1) € udiiot’ elwbe xoucfis 080wy at eAdlew. (IL. 5.765—766)
dgrei mdn hoi éporson Athénaién ageleien, hé he mdlist’ eiothe kakéis odiinéisi peldzein

‘Come now, rouse against him Athene, driver of the spoil, who is especially used to bringing him evil pains’

8 ol uév Moaxedbveg xal t6 TATjog Tév BapPdpwy e0Bbg poPydévteg, dmep pLAel peydia otpatémeda doagpis ExmAyvuadal
(Thuc. 4.125.1)
hoi mén Makedones kai to pléthos ton barbdron euthiis phobéthéntes, hoper philei megdla stratopeda asaphos
ekplegnusthai
‘when night came on the Macedonians and the mass of the barbarians immediately took fright, as large armies

are wont to be smitten with unaccountable panic’

9 Avapuvioxw 8 ad DUAS 8Tt vevixate adT@v Todg ToMoUG: Noauévay ¢ dvdp@v olx é8éhouaty ai Yvduat Tpdg Todg
adtodg xwdvvoug dpota elvar. (Thuc. 2.89.1)
anamimnéisko d’ att humds héti nenikékate autén tous pollotis: ésséménon dé andrén ouk ethélousin hai gnémai
pros tous autous kindinous homolai einai.
‘Once more I remind you that you have beaten most of them already; and when men have once suffered defeat,

their spirit is wont not to be the same as before if they are called upon to face the same dangers’.

Finally, only the more grammaticalized habituals develop a past usage (i.e. elwba eiotha and gAéw philéo). Also, these
habituals may acquire a so-called anti-present implicature over time, implying that the habitual situation is not the
case anymore such as That door used to be red.: it is not red anymore (ex. 10). Note that this implicature has not
semanticized in these habitual auxiliaries yet, since lexical cues suggesting contrast with the present (e.g. temporal
adverbs or a comparative construction) are still necessary (e.g. Hdt. 1.184 mpdtepov éwdee proteron edthee or Xen. Cyr.
6.2.12 1) &G elwbeaay € hos eiothesan), as also seems to be the case for tense-aspect habituals:

10 6 uév dvnp eotv ‘Hynoavdpog éxetvog vuvi, €py, Tpdtepov 8’ My xai adtds Aswddpavtog yuwy (Aeschin. 1.111)
ho mén anér estin Hegésandros ekeinos nuni, éphé, préteron d’ én kai autos Leoddmantos guné
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‘The man is our friend Hegesandrus there, a man now, though he too used to be a woman, Laodamas’s woman.

3. Open Questions

There are many open questions about Ancient Greek habituals, both synchronic and diachronic. From a synchronic
perspective, it would be useful to reassess the constructions which have been labeled iterative, generic to get a
stronger grasp on their usage differences. With regard to the diachrony of habitual constructions, la Roi (2023) has
shown that in the diachrony of Greek past habitual constructions are developed from past counterfactual mood uses
(past counterfactual optative and indicative), ox- sk iteratives, futures in the past (e.g. EueAhov émellon) and lexical
sources with semantic affinity to habituality (e.g. love or want, thereby implying to be carried out habitually). Also,
he points out how habitual constructions can develop further, e.g. from past habituality to past genericity (see also
2022:126-129). Another aspect of interest would be the role of actionality (e.g. telicity) in habituals (and related
constructions) as well as grammatical aspect (e.g. the role of imperfectivity, on which cf. above). For all these matters
corpus-based analyses would indispensable, also because it would verify which texts provide good hunting grounds
for habituals or related constructions (most probably descriptive texts such as Hesiod’s Works and Days and

Herodotus’ Histories).

Ezra la Roi

Bibliography
Allan, R. J. 2019. “Aspect and construal. A cognitive linguistic approach to iterativity, habituality and genericity

in Greek.” In: E. Mocciaro and W. M. Short, eds., Toward a Cognitive Classical Linguistics, Warsaw, 16—41.

Bybee, ]. L., R. D. Perkins and W. Pagliuca 1994. The evolution of grammar: Tense, aspect, and modality in the
languages of the world. Chicago.

Comrie, B. 1976. Aspect: An introduction to the study of verbal aspects and related problems. Cambridge.
Dahl, O.1985. Tense and aspect systems. Oxford.

Kritka, M., F. J. Pelletier, G. Carlson, A. Ter Meulen, G. Chierchia and G. Link 1995. “Genericity: an Introduction.”
In: G. Carlson and F. ]. Pelletier, eds., The generic book, Chicago, 1-124.

Kiithner, R. and B. Gerth 1898. Ausfiihrliche Grammatik der griechischen Sprache. Zweiter Teil: Satzlehre. Erster
Band. Hannover.

la Roi, E. 2020. “Habitual auxiliaries in Ancient Greek: Grammaticalization and diachronic collocation
shifts,” Indogermanische Forschungen 125.1:135-164.

la Roi, E. 2022. “Towards a chronology of the modal particles: The diachronic spread in the Ancient Greek mood

system,” Graeco-Latina Brunensia 27.2:113-135.

la Roi, E. 2023. “Down the paths to the past habitual: Its historical connections with counterfactual pasts, future
in the pasts, iteratives and lexical sources in Ancient Greek,” Folia Linguistica Historica 56 (44): 87-116.
[https://doi.org/10.1515/flin-2022-2042 (published online 24.10.2022)].

Probert, P. 2015. Early Greek relative clauses. Oxford.
Smyth, H. W. and G. M. Messing 1968. A Greek grammar. 5th print. Cambridge, Mass.

Van Emde Boas, E., A. Rijksbaron, L. Huitink and M. de Bakker 2019. Cambridge grammar of Classical Greek.

Cambridge.
https://referenceworks.brill.com/display/entries/GLLO/COM-059343.xmlI?rskey=XB0OyhE&result=2&ebody=article details 4/12


mailto:?subject=Link%20to%20Habituals&body=https%3A%2F%2Freferenceworks.brill.com%2Fdisplay%2Fentries%2FGLLO%2FCOM-059343.xml
https://referenceworks.brill.com/login
https://referenceworks.brill.com/display/entries/GLLO/Highlight%20search%20words

12/08/2024, 09:40 Habituals
Wakker, G. C. 1994. Conditions and conditionals: An investigation of Ancient Greek. Amsterdam.

2. Medieval and Modern Greek

The term habitual(s) usually refers to situations or events lasting for an extended period of time (cf. the English
habitual structure used to or the habitual use of Anc.Gk. eiwba e/otha ‘be in the habit of’; la Roi 2020:136-137). A
habitual often expresses a repeated action (through, for example, the use of adverbials such as the English usually)
but generally a habitual is not typically iterative (Dahl 1985:97).

In the present contribution we will present and discuss structures used for expressing habituality in Medieval and
Modern Greek without omitting the reference to developments of habituals characterizing the transition from
Medieval to Modern Greek.

1. From Ancient Greek to Medieval Greek

Habitual situations in Ancient Greek can be expressed by various tenses such as the present, the imperfect, the
future, the aorist ( Smyth 1920:421—432; Habituals 1. Ancient Greek) and the perfect or perfecta tantum (Magni
2017:10-13), temporal clauses with subjunctive (plus d&v an) or optative (Temporal Clauses 1. Ancient Greek),
conditional/temporal sentences consisting of a protasis with édv edn + subjunctive or i + optative (Horrocks
1996:163-164; Conditionals 1. Ancient Greek). Last but not least, Ancient Greek possessed a set of grammaticalized
habitual auxiliaries: elwba eiotha, vopilw nomizo ‘to be accustomed to’, tAd philé and é0éAw ethélo ‘be wont to’
(Habituals 1. Ancient Greek).

Some of these habituality devices are still in use in Medieval Greek. Besides, conditional sentences denoting
habituality are present in Medieval Greek (cf. Holton et al. 2019:1902). We could also mention here the habitual use of

the auxiliary nfeAa iela, the past tense of (g)0éAw (e)thélo, plus infinitive (Markopoulos 2009:217), for example,

1. El 16 HOeN’ éyxpeuviadi, gppimte gxelvog déxa

tis Sel egremnisdi éripte ekinos déka

~u

if ~ someone (nom.)  would throw (inf.pass.)  throw (3sg.aor.) he(nom.) 10
‘Every time one would fall, he would throw down ten of them’ (Pol.Tr. 2448;14th c.)

2. Habituality in Medieval and Early Modern Greek

As in the case of Ancient Greek (see, for example, (1) above), present indicatives may also appear in various types of
clauses in order to describe activities or states viewed as habitual or characteristic of the subject at any present

moment in the progression of time (Holton et al. 2019:1910, 1934), for example,

ToUTOTE

2. “Otav O xbpak ] Pwvaky, gxel onpaivel Bdvatov
otan o koraks pupote fondksi eki siméni ddnaton
the crow croak mean
when whenever _ there death (acc.)
(nom.) (3sg.subj.) (3sg.pres.)

‘Whenever a crow croaks, it means that there somebody will die’ (Glykas, Stichoi 20—21;12th c.)
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3. todtatd  Mpumopoduev < Ta gUVopQ, dmote o XOUADEL ,

) edploxwpey TOTAML

Jévtpa

apé

# o na , , ) to

tuta ta imborumen , ta sinora opote la xaldi ..
i evriskomen potdmi

déndra

from

th L find the dest the
ese can cl. fin estro

h (ipl ) ? ) boundaries whenever  them ( y ) river
e 1pl.pres. 1sg.pres. sg.pres.

. PLp &P (acc.) 3P (nom.)
rees

‘With these trees we can find the boundaries, whenever the river spoils them’ (Achaia, 16th c.;
Veis 1956:450.18)

Imperfect indicative is used to describe actions that are viewed as habituals in the past (Holton, 1996:166; Holton et
al., 2019:1904, 1907, 1934-1935), for example,

Eig Tb < 4 [ ] ’ [ ] V. e O\i e ! [ ] hJ )\' o}
gbploxeTov [... Voo ... &vha valog | ... amoterodaoy

oty P ¢ “EMnveg ¢

is to , , , . , ,

o, evrisketon nads énda i Elines Sisias apotelisan

nisin

in the find temple h the sacrifices perform

where
island (3sg.imperf.pass.) (nom.) Greeks (acc.) (splimpert.)

‘On the island there was a temple, where the Greeks were performing sacrifices’ (Pol. Tr. 1723-1725; 14th c.)

©

5 AbTM]  xoldy EpapaiveTov, E\oumey g 0 MAlog
afti ke an emaréneto élamben 0s o llios
She evenif  wither (3sg.imperf.)  shine (3sg.imperf.) like  thesun

‘She would shine like the sun, even if she withered’ (Dig. E 183; 12th c.)

6. Eyo  dyamobou Vo TTUPATIOVIETAL
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eyo ayapusa na paraponiése

I love (1sg.imperf.)  pcl. complain (1sg.subj.)

‘Tloved to see you complain’ (Don Kis. 47.16;18th c.)

7. "Otav dev TOUg agnve [ ... ] VO TIOAEUNTOUV H?;\?i\?vv elyaaw
otan den tus dfine na polemisun me%zal'm ixasin
Hipsin
when(ever) neg.  them a110V\'7 pcl. ﬁgh't heavy  grief have'
(3pl.imperf.) (3pl.subj.) (acc.) (3pl.imperf.)

‘Whenever he was not letting them fight, they were in heavy grief’ (Pol. Tr. 9200—-9202;14th c.)

8. "Otav glertodpyay, gauVAELTODpYaY TOV odpavlog dryYeAog
otan elituryan esinliturydn tu urdnios dngelos
when(ever)  minister (3pl.imperf.)  minister with (3plimperf.)  he (gen.sg.)  heavenly angel

‘When they were performing the religious service, a heavenly angel joined them’ (Pist. kekoim. 366;16th c.)

Aorist indicatives can also appear in the protases of past-time reference conditional, with the habitual reading

usually occasionally supported by adverbials such as moté poté ‘ever’ (Holton et al. 2019:1904), for example,

9. Ilote d&v  éouvemAduy &vlpwmog [...], A TOV EUEUPOUNY
poté  an  esinepldki andropos xilia ton ememfomin
ever if be involved (3sg.aor.)  human being (nom.) 1.0oo  him  accuse (1sg.imperf.)

‘If ever someone got involved, I was accusing him 1.000 times’ (Liv. o 125, 128; 13th-14th c.)

In the domain of periphrases, the habitual use of %0\ idela plus infinitive is attested in Early Modern Greek, too (for
Late Medieval Greek, see (2) above), in 17th c. Crete (Holton et al. 2019:1828), for example,

10. ‘Omod "Behe Bpedi KQVELG, y1d T XxAaBodvo gypolxa

opt Sele vredi kanis yia to sklaviino eyrika
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wherever  would find (inf.pass.)  someone (nom.)  for the Sklavunos listen (3sg.imperf.)

‘Wherever somebody would go, they would hear of Sklavunos’ (Kornaros, Erot. 11.2170; 17th c.)

elya ixa (have imperf.) plus infinitive also seems to have the same function in 17th c. Crete and Cyprus (Holton et al.
2019:1820-1821), for example,

1. vt va ey Bdrew dvBpwmov UAT®W VoL "YEV Toudedyel,
dan na xen valin andropon kato na xen pedévyi
whenever pcl. have put man down pcl. have torture

(3sg.imperf.) (inf.) (acc.) (3sg.imperf.) (inf.)
ToUg JeAoLmodg 0 aluov Toug apyivilev Vo QevYm
tus delipus to éman tus arxinizen na févyi
the rest of them (acc.pl.) the blood (nom.) theirs start (3sg.imperf.) pcl. leave (3sg.pres.)

‘Whenever he would tie a man down to torture him, all the others would become very scared’ (Konst.
Diak., Ist. Makariou Marko 265—266; 17th c.)

A somehow similar structure, iya plus subjunctive, is attested with a habitual use (too) in Late Medieval Greek
(Markopoulos 2009:161-162), for example,

12.  Td ddxpua elxe TAVTOTE [...] VA TPEXN
ta ddkria ixe pdndote na tréxi
the tears (acc.)  have (3sg.imperf.)  always pcl. run (3sg.pres.)

‘She would cry all the time’ (Velth. 415;13th c.)

3. Habituality in Common Modern Greek

In Common Modern Greek both imperfective and perfective forms are used to denote that an event is seen, amongst
others, as habitual. Imperfective habituals present an event as a part of a recurrent pattern (Holton, Mackridge
and Philippaki-Warburton 2012:285), for example,

13.  HMopia TPéXEL To TTPwi

i Maria tréxi to proi
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the Mary (nom.)  run(3sg.pres.)  the morning (acc.)

‘Mary runs in the morning’

The habitual interpretation of an imperfective form is sometimes due to adverbials of frequency, e.g. cuyvd sixnd

‘often’ or xade Bdopdda kdde vdomdda ‘every week’ (Holton, Mackridge and Philippaki-Warburton 2012:286-287, 298),

for example,

14. H Mopia éxove xOAOBYIY ud0e Bdopdda

i Maria ékane kolimvisi kdaSe vdomdda

the Mary (nom.)  do (3sg.imperf.) swimming (acc.)  every week

‘Mary used to go swimming every week’

The same holds true in the case of perfective future, for example,

15.  Kabe mpwi ot anxewOet xat Qo iet TOV XoPE TOV

kade proi Sa sikod( ke Sa pii ton kafé tu

every morning  pcl.fut. getup (3sg.subj.) and  pclfut. drink (3sg.subj.)  the coffee (acc.)  his

‘Every morning he will get up and drink his coffee’

The reinforcement of habitual reading through an adverbial also appears in Ancient and Hellenistic Greek (cf.

Bentein 2016:34, 37).

Except from imperfect, habituality in the past can be denoted by a conditional construction consisted by $a and a

perfect indicative (Horrocks 2010:302), for example,

16.  Kdbe mpwi fa onxwvéTav xat Qo émuve

kade proi Sa sikondtan ke da épine

pcl.fut. get up pcl.fut. drink

every morning (3sg.imperf) (3sg-impert.)

‘Every morning he would get up and drink his coffee’

It seems that Modern Greek is in line with the cross-linguistic tendency that there are not morphologically separate

TOV XOQE TOV

ton kafé tu

the coffee (acc.)
his

habitual categories (cf. Dahl 1985:97). Examples (13—-15; even (16)) show that it is usually the lexical or syntactic

environment with which the verb interacts that may indicate the habitual use of the verb form (Holton, Mackridge

and Philippaki-Warburton 2012:288). A context of this kind is conditional or temporal sentences (cf. Tzartzanos

1963:66), for example,
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17.  Av/omote ™V €PAeme SimAa Tov, YWOTOVE ToAxBog
an/dpote tin évlepe dipla tu yindtan palavos
if/whenever = her  see(3sgimperf.) besideshe (gen.)  become (3sg.imperf.)  mad (nom.)

‘Whenever/if he was seeing her near him, he was getting mad’

In every case, it is mainly the imperfective forms that appear to have a habitual use in these environments,
something not unexpected, since habituality is generally considered to be a category of imperfectivity (cf. Comrie
1985:24—25; Habituals 1. Ancient Greek).

The strong connection of Modern Greek habituality with imperfectivity could be further highlighted through, for
example, the using of imperfect forms in temporal clauses introduced by étav étan ‘when’ in order to express some
sort of habituality (Connectives 3. Modern Greek). Another interesting case is the verb cuv0iw sinidizo “do regularly,
have a habit of, get used to”, which could be partially considered as an equivalent of Anc.Gk. elwba eiotha (Habituals 1.
Ancient Greek; la Roi 2020:136-137). sinidizo with a habitual use may appear both as a personal and an impersonal

verb, for example,

18.  Aev ouwnfidw VAU EXUETAMEVOpAL TOUG dAOUG
den sinidizo na ekmetalévome tus dlus
neg. be used to (1sg.pres.act.)  pcl. take advantage (1sg.pers.)  the others (acc.)

T m not used to taking advantage of the others’

To tedevtaio aTta ) , Eexwplotd  TUAMOTA
19. , , ouwnPidetat VoL UTTAPYOUV ,
Xpovia BiBAlomwAein TIOAVUETWY
ta teleftéa o , o o ksexoristd tmimata
.. sta vivliopolia siniSizete na ipdrxun .
xronia poliméson
the last years in the be used pcl. exist separate departments
(acc.) bookstores (3sg.pres.pass.) (3pl.pers.) (nom.) multimedia (gen.)

‘Recently it is quite common to find separate multimedia departments in

bookstores’

In (18-19) the subjunctive complements of the forms of sini$izo (either personal (18) or not (19)) are imperfective,
and this is the rule for the verbal complements of Mod.Gk sinidizo. In other words, ouw8ilw va expetaihevtd sinidizo
na ekmetalefté and avwdietat vo vtdpEovy sinidizete na ipdrksun are ungrammatical in Modern Greek.

Finally, a short reference should be made to the grammaticalization of cuwbiletot sinidizete, the 3sg. of the passive
voice ouvnBiw sinidizo. cuwnPietal sinidizete is used as an impersonal verb form (cf. (19) above) denoting habituality
The complementation of impersonal cuwnbiletat sinidizete is always clausal (introduced by va na) and not nominal,

as it happens with the personal passive forms, for example
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20.  Détog dev auvnBidovtat Ol MEYBAES TOAVTEG
fétos den sinidizonde { meydles tsdndes
thisyear  neg. be used to (3sg.pres.pass.)  the big bags (nom.)

‘This year large bags are not in fashion’

Thus, we could argue that in the case of the impersonal cuvndiletat sinidizete we have a change in its structural scope
(Lehmann 2015:152—-153), which is characteristic of grammaticalization, since impersonal cuwiletat sinidizete cannot
take a nominal complement any more. Generally, it seems that impersonal cuvy@ietau siniizete does not function as
a full verb anymore but as an auxiliary verb forming a habitual periphrasis in combination with a clausal
complement introduced by va na.

Simeon Tsolakidis
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