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Preface 

This volume has its origins in the conference “Subordination and Insubordination 
in Post-Classical Greek: Syntax, Context and Complexity”, which was held at Ghent 
University on May 12–14, 2022.  

The event followed a well-established tradition of Ghent university in hosting 
international conferences on Greek linguistics, with a particular focus on the Post-
Classical stage of the language. Ghent scholars working on individual and multi-
researcher linguistic projects on this period were therefore well-represented.  

A shared interest in the investigation of syntactic phenomena from modern 
linguistic perspectives led the editors of the present volume to organise the confer-
ence in 2022: Klaas Bentein, principal investigator of the ERC project “Everyday 
writing in Greco-Roman and Late Antique Egypt. A Socio-Semiotic Study of Commu-
nicative Variation” and his doctoral students, Eleonora Cattafi and Ezra la Roi, both 
of whom were at the time working on PhD-projects on Ancient Greek linguistics 
funded by the Flemish Research Foundation.  

The main aim of the conference was to examine (in)subordination patterns in 
Post-Classical Greek from different perspectives, not only as a syntactic phenome-
non in an expanding research area of the Greek language, but also to investigate 
the relationship between subordination, linguistic complexity and sociolinguistic 
characterisation in historical corpora.  

Each day was dedicated to one of the subtopics of the conference: syntax, con-
text, and complexity. The keynote speakers Brian Joseph and Marja Vierros as well 
as all the other speakers presented a wide range of diachronic and synchronic in-
vestigations on both literary and non-literary Post-Classical Greek texts.  

Although the event was held in person, people from all over the world had the 
opportunity to attend the talks online: we were glad to witness an enthusiastic par-
ticipation to the conference, a sign of a lively and widespread interest around the 
topic of Post-Classical Greek (in)subordination.  

We would therefore like to thank everyone who contributed to the discussion, 
in Ghent and from elsewhere, as well as the many colleagues of the Greek section 
of Ghent University who provided invaluable scientific and organisational support 
to the conference, in particular Marta Capano, Marieke Dhont, Mark Janse, and Chi-
ara Monaco for their readiness to help us out on many occasions.  

Moreover, we thank the main sponsors of the conference: the Historical Socio-
linguistics Research and Training Program of the Research Foundation – Flanders 
(FWO) and the Scientific Research Committee (CWO) of the Faculty of Arts and Phi-
losophy of Ghent University.  
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Finally, we are grateful to De Gruyter for publishing this volume as part of the 
series Trends in Classics – Greek and Latin Linguistics (TCGLL), and to Carlo Vessella 
and Katerina Zianna for assisting us in the editorial process. 
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