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ABSTRACT

In this chapter, | detail the major (con)texts in which we find conditional counterfactual rea-
soning in Post-Classical Greek texts (Il BC-VI AD).! First, | present a general overview of the
different forms and functions of counterfactual conditionals in Post-Classical Greek. Next,
| present four qualitative studies of the contexts in which counterfactual reasoning by means of
counterfactual conditionalsiscommonly used in Post-Classical Greek texts: (i) counterfactual
stylisticsin rhetorical treatises, (i) counterfactual grammatical descriptions, (i) narratorial
counterfactualsin historiography, novels, and epic, and (iv) counter-argumentative counter-
factuals in rhetorical texts.
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1 Contextualizing counterfactuals in Post-Classical
Greek texts (111 BC-VI AD)

For any ancient historian or classicist that encounters explicitly? counterfactual
constructions in Post-Classical Greek texts, it will prove much more difficult to
interpret them than if they had encountered them in a Classical Greek text. To
support this statement, let us consider the interpretative steps involved in the
following counterfactual from a speech transmitted by the historian Cassius Dio.
The counterfactual, italicized here for emphasis, is part of a speech attributed to
Agrippa. He addresses Octavian and tells him that taking up monarchical power
over the people is what can ensure his safety.

The periodization of Post-Classical Greek follows that of Lee (2007), which is critically
discussed by la Roi (2020: 215-217; 229-230).

I focus on explicit forms of counterfactual reasoning as directly expressed through so-called
counterfactual constructions, in particular counterfactual conditional sentences (e.g., If 1
had won the lottery, I would have quit my job). I intentionally leave aside those cases where
counterfactual reasoning is the result of our interpretation: for example, for the sentence
“She is more beautiful because of her hair,” one might (but need not) reconstruct coun-
terfactual reasoning as the cognitive mechanism behind the evaluation expressed, that is,
if she had not had beautiful hair, she would not have been more beautiful.



